
Franklin County Council December 26, 2006 in Government Center Meeting Room @ 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
Attendance: 
Donald "Butch" Williams Carroll Lanning Kenneth Rosenberger            Jeff Koch Martha Bergman 
 
Elected Officials:    Marlene Flaspohler  
 
Franklin County Chief Deputy Auditor: Veronica Voelker       

 
  *Donald "Butch" Williams opens with pledge of allegiance and called the meeting to order. 

 
I. Transfer of Funds (Resolution 2006-40) 

a. Donald "Butch" Williams – Reads transfer of funds 
b. Carroll Lanning– Motions to accept transfer of funds 2006-40 
c. Jeff Koch-Seconds the motion 
d. Donald "Butch" Williams – all in favor;  motion carried 

II.  2006 Amended Salary (Ordinance 2006-18) 
a. Donald "Butch" Williams -  Reads the salary ordinance 
b. Jeff Koch - Motions to approve the salary ordinance except for the increase in the recorder part-time. 
c. Kenneth Rosenberger- Seconds 
d. Martha Bergman - Opposed 
e. Donald "Butch" Williams - Motion carried 

III.  Commissioner Carry-over/Vonder Meulen Lawsuit 
a. Donald "Butch" Williams- Marlene Flaspohler is here and she wanted update us on where the situation is. If you are not aware there 

has been a lawsuit against the clerk’s position, the election board as a position and the commissioner as a position. That’s not the exact 
wording but anyhow, Marlene do you have anything to say real quick. 

b. Marlene Flaspohler- There has been a lawsuit filed. 
c. Robert Runyon – I’m sorry Marlene but I can’t hear you. 
d. Marlene Flaspohler – Like I said there has been a lawsuit filed. I just wanted to make you aware there may or may not be legal fees 

incurred. Who would pay those fees? 
e. Donald "Butch" Williams – I am assuming for lack of any better knowledge, I think we would all agree this is new territory so, but 

Marlene in your clerks line, I looked but I am pretty sure there is no line for legal fees, like some of the others. But you have for sure 
secured an attorney? Is there a time limit on this thing yet? We don’t know yet. 

f. Marlene Flaspohler – They have asked for a motion to change the judge. As of today no one has signed that yet.  
g. Jeff Koch – So the next step is that this will be settled in a court in this county? 
h. Marlene Flaspohler – Yes, but they have asked for a motion to change the judge. Just wanted you guys made aware of it. 
i. Kenneth Rosenberger – Does the county have any recourse in getting the legal fees back from this?  
j. Donald "Butch" Williams - Marlene Flaspohler has been in with your state association – the state clerk’s association. I suppose that 

would be a good idea for them to get in touch with our state association and say this is new ground has anyone had this experience 
before. 

k. John Estridge - My understanding is Louis Linkel has John Worth. 
l. Donald "Butch" Williams – Secured him as an attorney personally or through commissioners? Commissioners. So the 

commissioners…. Well, I don’t know. We need to double check back through our budgets and see if there is any spots for legal fees. I 
know the commissioners have some budgeted but I would say we need to be in contact with our state association and go from there. 
Marlene Flaspohler will stay in touch and we will do what we have to do. 

IV.  Going through the mail 
a. Donald "Butch" Williams – Invitation from Hamilton County Juvenile Services Center – January 9 & 10. 
b. Donald "Butch" Williams – Reads letter from Herald Tribune Batesville requesting written notice of date, time and place of meetings. 

V. T & J Sound Production 
a. James Kolb- Describes options for the PA system including microphones for all commissioners, the public and speakers in the room. 
b. Martha Bergman – What all can go wrong with it? 
c. James Kolb – explains options for warranty.  
d. Martha Bergman – Where have you already got this installed? 
e. James Kolb – I have done the system at St. Michael’s church and their gym. – goes on to describe placement and variety of cost based 

on equipment and features. You all can kick around different options and I can put together to have what you want. 
f. Donald "Butch" Williams- These are things we can discuss. Where do you stand with the commissioners are they going to get back in 

touch with you? 
g. James Kolb – They seem like they like it. They want to make sure you are getting what you want too. 
h. Jeff Koch – The only thing I would say is to make the mic.’s in front of us are the ones like the push button ones you showed us. I 

don’t know if that would work. I would like to see them on all the time because if Kenny says something I want to hear right away. 
Because if he doesn’t push his button then I probably won’t hear. 

i. Caroll Lanning – Are you going to come in and make a test before you install to make sure that speaker is going to work?  
j. James Kolb – I can. According to this is says I am going to. 
k. Carroll Lanning - I agree with him on that about the type of mic. as well.  
l. James Kolb – Eric Roberts has the same concern about pushing the button. Goes on to explain features of speaker/microphones. 
m. Donald "Butch" Williams – So, are there any more questions?  
n. James Kolb – gives estimate and information on system to council members as they ask questions. 
o. Donald "Butch" Williams – Alright. Thank you sir. 

VI.  2007 Salary Ordinance (Ordinance 2006-19) 
a. Donald "Butch" Williams – Begins to read the salary ordinance for the year of 2007. Reads through Jail Department 132 line 4111.00 
b. Jeff Koch – Begins reading salary ordinance for the year 2007 with 4125.00 assistant clerical Jail Department 132. 
c. Donald "Butch" Williams – Continues reading salary ordinance. Any questions or comments? 
d. Carroll Lanning – What about the jail situation? Has that been straightened our or not? Are they working 40 hours? 
e. Veronica Voelker – Dale has set them at 40 hours. 
f. Donald "Butch" Williams – He signed an affidavit they were working 40 hours. 
g. Veronica Voelker – He put it on the payroll voucher. 
h. Donald "Butch" Williams – The only comment was for the 241 pretrial diversion for $100. $100 per day, per Saturday. The only other 

thing that will come into play at some point will be in Department 145 prosecuting attorney 4D section 307 and 317 and 4128 that is 
the one Mel says he can’t take out of there. We have left it in there at this point, but if we don’t take it out of there we have to come up 
with some place to take it. That will be a question at some point. 

i. Jeff Koch – I have one question on the auditor it says due to the chief deputy resignation, when is that going to be paid in full? 
j. Donald "Butch" Williams – I don’t know. 



k. Veronica Voelker – I have no idea. 
l. Jeff Koch – I was just wondering if that can be removed? 
m. Donald "Butch" Williams – I don’t know, we’ll have to ask Carol L. Monroe. You should make a note of that. Was that just to pay off 

Cathy? We want to know if we can take that off. 
n. Martha Bergman – Have we heard from the state if this budget is approved? 
o. Donald "Butch" Williams – No. 
p. Donald "Butch" Williams – So we only have three things now: the prosecuting attorney 4D, the auditor’s line and moving the pre-trial 

diversion $100 per Saturday. 
q. Veronica Voelker – What are we doing about the prosecuting attorney? Well that 145, $4999.80 is not there, it is zero. 
r. Donald "Butch" Williams – Okay, so what you’re saying is you’re wanting to write the checks and draw a little bit out of all three 

accounts each time you write it? 
s. Veronica Voelker – That is how it is for 2006, but according to the budget you guys approved we can’t do that anymore. We can’t 

take it out of the 145; we have to take it out of 307 or 317. 
t. Donald "Butch" Williams – Do you see what she is saying? 
u. Veronica Voelker – explains problem. 
v. Jeff Koch – Motion to accept the 2007 salary ordinance 2006-19 with the exception of 145 the assistant clerical from $4,999.80 to 

zero and moving the pretrial diversion community service coordinator to read $6,000.00 and it is up to $100.00 per Saturday. We will 
leave other line until we talk to Carol. 

w. Carroll Lanning – Seconds the motion. 
x. Donald "Butch" Williams - All in favor, motion carried 

VII.  Adjourn 
a. Jeff Koch –Moves to adjourn meeting. 
b. Kenneth Rosenberger – Seconds the motion 
c. Donald "Butch" Williams – All in favor; “outa here” 

 
Those also present: 
 John Estridge, Whitewater Publications  Tracy Littlefield                   Ruth Estridge  James E Kolb 
 Marlene Flaspohler, Clerk of Court 

 

 
To be approved 01/23/07 

 


